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ABOUT NAHB: THe NATiONAl AssOciATiON Of HOme BUilders is A WAsHiNgTON, d.c.-BAsed TrAde 

AssOciATiON represeNTiNg mOre THAN 140,000 memBers iNvOlved iN remOdeliNg, HOme BUildiNg, 

mUlTifAmily cONsTrUcTiON, prOperTy mANAgemeNT, sUBcONTrAcTiNg, desigN, HOUsiNg fiNANce, 

BUildiNg prOdUcT mANUfAcTUriNg, ANd OTHer AspecTs Of resideNTiAl ANd ligHT cOmmerciAl 

cONsTrUcTiON. fOr mOre, visiT NAHB.Org.

[nahb housing policy briefing]
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confidence among builders decreased 2 points from 
april to 54 in May, according to the nahb/Wells fargo 
housing index. new-home sales were up 6.8 percent 
from March to april, rising from 484,000 to 517,000. 
housing starts soared 20.2 percent from March  
to april, rising to 1.1 million. remodelers spent  
$95.3 million on projects in March, a 3 percent 
decrease from the previous month. 

housing Market snapshot

builder confidence decreased

neW-hoMe sales JuMped

housing starts rose

reModeling spending declined

fix the lead paint rule,  
nahb tells epa

the lack of a reliable lead paint test kit continues to have po-
tentially disastrous consequences for homeowners—and it’s 
time for federal regulators to take action, the NAHB recently 

told representatives of the Environmental Protection Agency.
 Remodeler Bob Hanbury, a 40-year veteran of the industry 

and longtime NAHB leader, brought the association’s concerns 
about the lack of an affordable, reliable lead paint test kit to the 
EPA during a June 4 meeting of regulators, health advocates, and 
building industry representatives in Washington, D.C.

 Without an affordable, reliable lead paint test kit, remodelers 
are forced to presume the presence of lead paint in all pre-1978 
housing. Add that to the fact that there is no longer an “opt-
out” provision in the Lead: Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) 
rule for work done in homes not occupied by children under 6 
or pregnant women—the target population of the rule—and the 
result is that remodelers must use the more expensive lead-safe 
work practices in all homes built before 1978.

 The EPA’s own estimates say that just 24 percent of homes 
built between 1960 and 1977 contain lead-based paint. That 
means that “76 percent of the time, the rule is being applied 
in a home never intended to be covered by the RRP rule,” 
Hanbury pointed out.

 The result: Homeowners are paying for services they don’t 
need—or are choosing unprofessional, fly-by-night contractors 
willing to flout the law, a potentially dangerous situation that 
“doesn’t provide the desired health benefits or mitigate a hazard 
to pregnant women or children under 6,” Hanbury said.

 Hanbury offered two immediate solutions for regulators:
•	 Limit	 the	 regulation’s	 scope	 to	 homes	 built	 before	 1960,	

which have a greater likelihood of containing lead paint.
•	 Revisit	the	opt-out	provision	so	that	the	lead-safe	practices	

are focused on homes where young children under the age 
of 6 and pregnant women are actually present.

 The EPA also needs to conduct a new economic analysis reflect-
ing the reality of the RRP program. The agency had estimated that 
once reliable test kits were available—which it thought would be 
by 2011—the number of work sites covered by the rule would be 
cut in half from about 14 million to 7 million. That hasn’t hap-
pened, and as a result, it has created an unnecessary burden on 
EPA Lead Safe Certified Renovators and their clients. PB


