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By Larry W. Garnett, FAIBD, House Review Lead Designer

Courtyards, porches, and loggias increase the 

livability of a home’s interior as well as its exterior

A long with providing additional living area, carefully designed outdoor 
spaces enhance the adjacent indoor square footage, too. Strategically 
placed courtyards bring natural light into rooms located near the central 

portion of a home, while expansive porches and loggias open out onto pools and 
other backyard entertainment features. Although outdoor spaces are valuable to 
single-family designs, they’re also essential to common areas of multifamily proj-
ects, such as the clubhouse. The following ideas from our House Review team 
offer unique ways to blur the lines between indoor and outdoor living.

OUTdoor Spaces

[house review]

2015 House Review Themes
 

	 June	 Kitchens

	 July	 On the Boards

	 August	 Starter Homes

	 September	 Revitalizing Old Plans

	 October	 Owner’s Baths

	No vember	 Infill Homes

	d ecember	 Backyard Homes

Trevi Plan 3, Orchard HIlls

Robert Hidey Architects
rhidey@roberthidey.com
roberthidey.com
949.655.1550

PLAN SIZE
Casita depth: 34 ft
Casita width: 15 ft
Hardscape: 2,590 sf
Landscape: 3,315 sf
Pool: 480 sf

T his is the quintessential indoor-outdoor house, 
with plentiful open-air and covered outdoor 
space, as well as a generous pool and deck 

area flowing seamlessly from the open-plan interior 
rooms through expansive accordion glass doors. The 
consistent use of one paving material both defines 
the outdoor spaces and brings them together as 
a whole. Outdoor spaces follow the same design 
principles as indoor rooms: Each is properly scaled and 
furnished to fulfill a specific purpose and in a fashion 
that’s consistent with the style and materials of the 
house. Surrounded on three sides by the living and 
dining spaces and gallery, and viewed from the private 
bedrooms and bonus family room above, the interior 
courtyard offers intimate seating for four. The covered 
loggia, an extension of the great room, serves as a 
dining room for a dozen guests. Paved areas adjacent 
to the loggia and kitchen provide comfortable seating 
for relaxation and outdoor dining.

a 	Interior courtyard is a private area for entertaining 
b 	Covered loggia seats 12 for dining 
c 	Patios between loggia, pool, and casita provide 

additional relaxation spots
d 	Outdoor kitchen has bar seating
e 	Pool, spa, and pool deck
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Energy Savings 
and Added 
Value for Your 
Customers
Energy efficiency isn’t a buzz 
phrase; it’s a priority for your 
customers. Did you know that air 
infiltration is responsible for up 
to 40% of a home’s energy loss?

A typical 2,500-square-foot 
home has more than a half mile 
of cracks and crevices in the wall 
cavity, leaving it vulnerable to 
air infiltration. Wrapped around 
your home like a windbreaker 
over a sweater, DuPont™ Tyvek®

weather barriers help keep 
inside air comfortable by keeping 
energy-robbing outside air 
where it belongs.

See the difference for yourself.

DuPont™ Tyvek® weather barrier enlarged.

Its unique structure helps improve energy 
efficiency by keeping the air your customers spend 
a lot of money on to heat and cool, in the house.

weatherization.tyvek.com

Circle 784

We partnered 
with Beazer 
Homes in coastal 

Delaware to create a 
residents’ clubhouse with 
inviting outdoor living areas. 
Multiple spaces provide 
residents with views, seating, 
tables, fireplaces, and areas 
for large and small groups. 
The main courtyard is an 
appealing place both day 
and night, with seating and 
a fireplace to keep warm 
during the evening while 
stargazing. The flanking 
covered porches are 
designed for seating and 
eating, and all outdoor areas 
are oriented for views of the 
water feature. An optimal 
outdoor living experience 
is one that features multiple 
spaces that are linked 
together so that residents 
can spend time outside in all 
kinds of weather.
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Bishops LandingGmd Design Group
Scott Gardner, AIA
scott@gmddesigngroup.com
919.320.3022
Donnie McGrath
donnie@gmddesigngroup.com
770.375.7351

PLAN SIZE 
Overall: 2,116 sf
Covered spaces: 1,044 sf
Width: 55 ft

a 	Large doors and windows connect 
indoor and outdoor spaces

b 	Open courtyard space
c 	Uncovered 

seating area 
offers views of 
water feature 
and outdoor 
fireplace

d 	Stone fireplace
e 	Covered 

gathering and 
seating areas

f 	Lower patio 
outdoor 
seating area

g 	Water feature
e
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W hen you name a show home The Oasis, a spectacular exterior environment had better be 
part of the plan. Here, outdoor living spaces blur the lines between interior and exterior, 
thanks to pocketing, multi-panel sliding glass doors that open out onto the outdoor 

room. A front door leads into the courtyard, providing a gradual entry progression into the house. 
The home wraps completely around the private courtyard. Outdoor living here is designed to be 

as functional and beautiful by day as it is by night, with a separate cabana that houses a full outdoor 
kitchen and a dining area. 
Fire and water elements 
are seen in the form of the 
firepit dining table and 
the strip of fire above the 
sun deck’s waterfall return. 
Local regulations limited 
the amount of impervious 
surface possible, so a 
gravel and stone driveway 
was installed. Stormwater 
rules make retention 
provisions a must as  
well, but we didn’t want  
to dedicate precious 
square footage to a 
retention pond. Instead, 
the pond is concealed 
under the decking, 
which isn’t considered an 
impervious surface.

The Oasis

a 	Front door
b 	Cabana
c 	Outdoor kitchen 

and dining area
d 	Sun deck

design

The Evans Group
Donald Evans, FAIA
devans@theevansgroup.com
theevansgroup.com
407.650.8770

PLAN SIZE
Driveway, walks, and  
walls: 723 sf
Pool and pool deck: 1,013 sf
Casita depth: 31 ft
Casita width: 22 ft
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Paige

Tk Design & Associates
Todd Hallett, AIA, CAPS
thallett@tkhomedesign.com
tkhomedesign.com
248.446.1960

PLAN SIZE	
Porches: 675 sf
Garage: 422 sf
Width: 20 ft
Depth: 20 ft

design
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a 	Interior courtyard, at 
the home’s core, admits 
natural light

b 	Kitchen opens to dining 
and living and wraps 
around courtyard

c 	Covered porch helps 
merge indoors and out

d 	Bay window overlooks 
courtyard

e 	A screened porch  
creates a retreat off  
the master bedroom

f 	The master bedroom’s 
two-sided view makes  
the room live larger

T he best outdoor spaces blend architecture 
with nature, blurring the line between indoors 
and out. This home was designed for a narrow 

urban infill site, with an interior courtyard that helps 
bring much-needed light 
into the narrow, deep home. 
It also provides a private 
outdoor room for family 
activities and entertaining. 
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W ell-planned outdoor 
space adds perceived 
additional square 

footage to a small floor plan. This 
one, targeted to a Millennial buyer, 
provides two 8-foot-wide sliding 
glass doors that extend sight lines 
to an inviting and functional outdoor 
room. The upper-level extension 
at the rear of the home provides 
shelter for an outdoor kitchen and 
eating area. The fireplace is set in a 
spot that allows it to be seen from 
the living space, 
eliminating 
the need for 
an indoor 
fireplace. The 
overhead door 
at the rear of the 
garage provides 
access and 
opportunity for 
more sheltered 
space off of the 
outdoor room 
(or a place to 
tuck away the 
tiki bar).

Millennial Home

KgA STUDIO ARCHITECTS
John Guilliams
jguilliams@kgarch.com
kgarch.com
303.442.5882

PLAN SIZE 
Hardscape: 700 sf, 38 ft wide
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a 	Outdoor room with fireplace
b 	Optional overhead door 

extends patio into garage
c 	Covered outdoor kitchen and 

dining area
d 	Sliding glass doors blend 

indoor and outdoor space


